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Useful Information 
 

PCSO: call  the Wallingford Team on 101 or email: 
WallingfordAreaNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
Non-Urgent Police calls: 101 
Crime Stoppers:  0800 555 111 
NHS Non-Emergency Number: 111  
Parish Clerk: Clerk@north-moreton.com 01235 511427 
Parish Council Chairman: Ros Templeman 07969 349 831 
SODC Councillor: Jane Murphy 07970 932054 
OCC Councillor: Simon Clarke simon.clarke@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Church Benefice Office, Blewbury: 01235 850267 
Parish Transport Representative: Veronica Gibbs 01235 813829 
Village Hall Bookings Marion Shipton NMVH@hotmail.co.uk  
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators:   
Elm Road:  Derrick Stevens Phone/Fax/Answer m/c 01235 812951 
Rest of Village: Nora Haycock northmoreton08@btinternet.com 812202 
Concessionary Travel: 0845 310 1111 or www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Didcot Volunteer Centre: 01235  816709 
Wallingford Volunteer Centre: 01491 836345 
North Moreton Volunteers: 01235 812202, 813829 or 813006 
Postal Services: The Village Stores, Brightwell:  
  Mon. - Fri.  9.30 - 5.30  Sat. 9.00 - 13.00  01491  835551 
  Astons  Village Hall Tuesday 9.30 - 12.30 
Citizensô Advice Line: 08444 111 444  
Consumer Helpline: 03454 04 05 06    www.adviceguide.org.uk 
Refuse & Recycling Collections: alternate Thursdays  
Garden Waste Collection: alternate Thursdays with recycling 
Black Bin dates: 12/28 December, 10/23 January, 6/20 February 
Green & Garden Bins:  5/19 December, 4/16/30 January, 13/27 February 
Please note: Bank Holiday collections in bold. 
     No Brown Bin collection on 4 January 

 
Editor: Nora Haycock, Peckwater, North Moreton.  Phone 01235 812202     

 
Email: Northmoreton08@btinternet.com 

 
Printed by the Churn Benefice 

Copy  for the  March issue  should reach the Editor by   
20th February 

 
 North Moreton News is published four times a year & can also be read  on line at  

www.North-Moreton.com 

 

  

North Moreton News 

 

Issue  127                                                            December 2019 

A new decade will soon be upon us - how will it compare 

with the current one?  

During the past ten years, in addition to regular events 

such as the Fete and Cricket Festival, we  have celebrat-

ed two Royal weddings and the Queenõs 90th birthday 

and Diamond Jubilee, all, as is traditional North More-

ton, with good friends and good food!  

The Childrenõs Playground has been updated, cricket 

practise nets built, church bells and tower  refurbished 

and a new tenor bell, ringing platform, vestry, kitchen 

and toilet installed.  

Funds for these and many other good causes have been 

raised by open gardens, safari suppers, book sales, con-

certs: and, unusually for such a small village, air shows 

and opera performances,  

We have seen our Southern boundary extended, eight 

new houses have been or are in the process of being 

built, many old friends have moved on and many new  

friends moved in.  

Whether you have lived in North Moreton for many 

years or have only just arrived, we wish you all  

A Happy Christmas and a Healthy  

and Prosperous New Year  
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North Moreton Parish Council 
 

A couple of reminders for these dark winter months; please encourage every-
one you know to slow down whilst driving through the village. The speed 
limit is 30mph but many people exceed it and we can only lead by example. 
We have investigated having 20mph limits displayed but it is very costly and 
the evidence for their efficacy is not good. If walking yourself in the dark, do 
make sure that you carry a light to indicate to any motorists that you are 
walking along the road side and that they should give you a wide berth.  
 

It has also come to our attention that some residents are unaware of the fact 
that if your property falls within the Conservation area, as is the case for the 
majority of the houses in North Moreton, you are required to submit a notice 
of intent to SODC at least 6 weeks before carrying out any tree work, includ-
ing pruning, to trees with a stem diameter of more than 75mm.  Any reputa-
ble tree company working with you will be able to advise you further.  A 
map defining the Conservation area can be downloaded from the SODC 
website as can an application form should you be planning to carry out the 
work yourself. 

Veronica Gibbs Vice Chair NMPC 
 
 

 

VE DAY 75th Anniversary -  FRIDAY 8th May 2020  

 

Please Save the Date in your diary for the VE Day 75th Celebrations in 
North Moreton.  

 

The 8th May 1945 was the day peace emerged after nearly six years of war, 
with Winston Churchill officially announcing the end of hostilities in Europe 
at 3pm on that day. As such the early May bank holiday in 2020 has been 
moved back to Friday 8th May to mark the 75th  Anniversary of Victory in 
Europe. 

 

North Moreton are proposing a street party (closing the road) from 1- 4pm to 
celebrate as a village together with any guests you wish to invite. There will 
be food and bubbly and of course music and lots of singing. More info to 
follow in the New Year.  

 

If you have any questions or wish to contribute in any way, please do not 
hesitate to contact one of the VE Day 75 committee members:- 
 
Liz Vallance – liz.vallance1@btinternet.com 
Philippa Burton – phil@northmoretonlodge.co.uk 
Bridget MacFarlane – bridget@cobbsfarm.co.uk 
Mia West – miawest@hotmail.co.uk 
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Dates for your Diary 
including Forthcoming Events 

 
DECEMBER 
 
 

    6 Carol Singing round the village then Christmas music in The Bear   
    7 Concert by the Christ Church Singers, South Moreton Church  7.30pm 
    8 Ladiesô Lunch in The Bear 12.30 for 1.00pm 
   12 WI \Open Meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm 
   14    Coffee Morning, All Saintsô Church 10.30 - 12noon 
   22  Carol Service, All Saintsô Church 6pm 
   24  Roving Nativity starting from Village Hall at 3pm 
   24 óMidnight Massô,  All Saintsô Church 9.30pm 
     
JANUARY 
 
 

     8 W I New Year Dinner 
    14  NMPC Meeting, Village Hall 8pm Everyone welcome 
    19  Tea Party with Songs of Praise, All Saintsô Church 4pm 
 
FEBRUARY 
 
 

    12  WI Meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm 
 

MARCH 
 
 

       2   Literary  Event, All Saintsô Church 
       7    Village Verge Clean 

 

The Astons (and surrounding villages) Toddler Group  

Fridays 9.30 - 11.30 (term time only) at Centre of Reflection, Spring Lane, 
Aston Tirrold, OX11 9EJ. 
 

Tea/coffee  for mums and snacks for the children. Lots of toys for all ages as 
well as an outdoor area.  

 

For more information contact Clare at  astonstoddlersgroup@gmail.com or 
just turn up - all welcome 

mailto:liz.vallance1@btinternet.com
mailto:phil@northmoretonlodge.co.uk
mailto:bridget@cobbsfarm.co.uk
mailto:miawest@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:astonstoddlersgroup@gmail.com
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Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 

Are you a mum, dad, grandparent or carer?  
We need people with your experience to volunteer  
at Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire   
 

¶ Make a difference to the lives of parents and children  

¶ Enhance your well-being  

¶ Access free, high quality training 

  
Find out more:  www.home-start.org.uk/volunteertoday 

SODC - Christmas Parking and Collections 
 

Free Parking in SODC Car Parks: 
 

Didcot: Mondays 9th, 16th & 23rd December 
Wallingford:  Thursdays 5th, 12th & 19th December 
Henley: Tuesdays 3rd, 10th & 17th December 
 

Bin Collection Days: 

 

These will change over Christmas//New Year - see back page for details 
Note: no brown bin collection during Christmas week. 
Put extra recycling in clear bags or card boxes beside your green bin and extra 
food waste in bags on top of your food bin - but donôt put  the latter  out over-
night !! 
 

If youôre unsure of what can be recycled visit óthe Bin Zoneô to check. 

 

If you have a brown bin you can put your tree alongside it in January for col-
lection but please cut to 6ô lengths. 
 

Flashing Feet! 
 

Although these days most joggers and cyclists wear hi-vis jackets  or cross-
belts the ólower regionsô can be forgotten!   

 

Flashing LED  shoe clips or reflective stripes on jogging bottoms for runners, 
and flashing rear or on-pedal lights for cyclists donôt cost a lot, ensure that  
you are visible to other road users and could save you  from a nasty accident! 
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Moreton Cricket Club 

             

Writing this on a grey November day listening to news stories 
of floods in the Oxfordshire area, the recent cricket season 
feels very distant. It makes it all the more a pleasant task, therefore, to think 
back to the summer and another successful year for the Cricket Club.  Of the 
37 matches played 23 were won, 13 were lost and there was a tie against the 
Moreton Past X1. A few suspicions of match fixing may surround the tie! 
William Macdonald was the leading run scorer with 799 runs, but his broth-
er, Tom, topped the batting averages. Tom scored two centuries and aver-
aged over 100 – his success only curtailed by a broken finger sustained on 
our New Forest tour.  Sam Smith (the captain) scored over 500 runs and 
with 36 victims was the leading wicket taker.  Sam also reached the mile-
stone of 400 wickets for the Club.  

 

The Women competed in the Home Counties League and start their cam-
paign in the Oxfordshire Indoor League (defending the title they won last 
year) against Thame CC on November 30th. They will be without Georgia 
Haworth – who represented the full Oxfordshire womenôs X1 once again 
this year – since she is currently in New Zealand coaching and playing for 
Parnell CC in Auckland. The Junior section of the Clubôs programme was 
very well supported.  In particular there was a very enjoyable and successful 
week hosting the juniors of Amsterdam Cricket Club. 

 

On the social front, Ben Dewey organised a very successful  end of season 
awards and race night. We were very grateful to John and Joanna Stuart for 
offering their barn as a venue. Looking ahead, the Clubôs annual quiz night 
will take place on Saturday February 1st and e-mails will go out asking for 
entries and circulating details. 

Mike Howat, President, MCC 

 

How to contact North Moreton Volunteer Driver 
Scheme 
 

If you need transport to any medical appointment just call 01235 812202, 
813829 or 813006 with the details of your appointment and we will do our 
best to find someone to take you.  Please do speak to one of the coordinators 
rather than leave a message and give as much notice as possible. Journeys 
are charged at 45p/mile and include reasonable waiting time. 
 

If you have any queries please contact Nora - contact details on back page. 

http://www.home-start.org.uk/volunteertoday
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North & South Moreton WI 

 

Our small and friendly WI group meet on the second Wednesday in each month 
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and we are always keen to encourage new mem-
bers to join us. Ladies of all ages are welcome. We have talks from a whole 
range of speakers as well as several social events and itôs a good opportunity to 
get to know different peopleéé just turn up or get in touch with Veronica on 
813829 or Sue on 817042 if you have any questions! Some meetings are óopen 
onesô, where we have speakers that we feel would appeal to a wider audience of 
both sexes and these are advertised in the village newsletter and on the notice-
board.  
 

At our September meeting we had  fascinating talk from Ian Jones on Bomb Dis-
posal which was well attended by locals as well as regular WI members and 
which made us even more impressed by the work our bomb disposal units do 
both in this country and abroad. Our Harvest supper in October was a social oc-
casion at which we shared a meal and had the opportunity for a catch up and, in 
November, we found out about the work of the Emergency Rider Volunteers. 
We discovered that they provide a free service to the NHS to courier urgent 
blood supplies and donor milk for premature babies. 
 

In December we are looking forward to learning about Emergency Coordination 
at a national level from Carol McKay; this is an open meeting so everyone is 
welcome to   come along.  January will be our Christmas/New Year lunch and 
our February meeting will be a talk from Ian Wheeler about Four Generations at 
Fairmile. 

Veronica Gibbs 
 

North Moreton Book Sale 
 

26th October this year was wet wet wet. It was also the day of a rather forgetta-
ble world cup rugby match. Despite these joint obstacles, the sale was fairly 
busy, although a little quieter than usual, raising a total of £782 for the village 
hall and church.  
 

£66 was raised from selling tea and cakes, so many thanks to the bakers among 
you, and to those who helped in the tea area. 
 

Thank you to everyone in and around the village who donated books, and also to 
the many helpers who gave their time to help set it all up, and then clear it away 
again. We couldn't do it without you. 
 

Next sale is on Saturday 18th April. Letôs hope it will be dry! 

 

Alison and Claire 
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North Moreton Charitable Trust 
 

Newcomers to the village may not be aware that there are allotments available   
to hire behind the  houses on Long Wittenham Road.  These are managed by the 
Trust and can be rented for £10 p/a.  To apply please contact the Clerk. 
 

A reminder that the Trust is able to make a grant of £75 to young people on at-
taining the age of 18, whose family have been resident in the village for a mini-
mum of one year. Please apply to the Clerk to the Trust, 
(nora.haycock@btinternet.com) giving your age, a brief description of your 
further education, apprenticeship or job, and the likely purpose towards which 
you would apply any grant. 
 

Going Forward Buses 

 

will be operating a new timetable with effect 2nd December 
 

The Wednesday service to Didcot will leave North Moreton Bus Shelter at 9.37 
arriving at the Orchard Centre at 9.53.  The return journey leaves the Orchard 
Centre at  11.20  arriving at North Moreton at 11.40. 
 

There will be a new service to Wallingford on Mondays, leaving North Moreton 
Bus Shelter at  10.46  arriving in Wallingford at 11.00. The return journey de-
parts at 12.35 arriving in North Moreton 12.47.  Alternatively you can join the 
bus  in North Moreton at 12.47 to travel to Didcot but you will need to make 
your own arrangements for the return journey. 
 

Concessionary travel passes can be used on both the above services.  For more 
information or to confirm times, visit the Going Forward website or call 07484 
605888. 

LEAD GUITARIST WANTED 
 

We are an amateur rock and pop song band based in Aston Tirrold,  
in need of a new lead guitarist. 

 

We get together to enjoy singing, playing and performing classic songs, 
from 50ôs rock nôroll right across the board through to todayôs music. 

 

The band has drums, rhythm & bass guitars, sax and keyboards,  
so you wonôt feel lonely! 

 

If you are interested, or would like to know more, contact Jes on 
jri1000@aol.com   

mailto:jri1000@aol.com
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An early entry for your 2020 diary! 

 

With the support of the North Moreton Book Group, we plan to hold a half day 
literary event on the morning of Monday 2nd March 2020. The Rector has 
kindly agreed that we may use the church as our venue. 
 

The theme will be óOxfordshire Connectionsô and our two morning speakers will 
focus firstly on C. S. Lewis and then the Mitfords. We hope to organise lunch 
and our lunchtime speaker will describe the challenges (and joys) of running an 
independent book shop in our area. 
 

There will, of course, be more detail nearer the time. I do hope that many of you 
will be able to join us.            Sue Lawson 
 

And anotheréé 

The 2020 Village Verge Clean will take place on 7th March  -  look out for the  
posters in mid-February.          Muir & Maggie Parker 
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North Moreton Village Hall 
 

As always, a big thank you to Claire and Alison for organising another suc-
cessful Book Sale - see report on previous page. 

Combining the Charity Card Sale with a Christmas Market also worked well - 
thanks this time to Heather Skevington for her excellent organisation and to 
everyone who supported the events.  

To book the hall or hire tables/chairs etc. please email 
NMVH@hotmail.co.uk.   The booking form can be downloaded from the 
village website: www.north-moreton.com.     Nora Haycock, Chairman NMVH 

 

Melhuish Farm Opera  

Sadly, we have taken the decision not to stage any more operas. We have had 
great fun doing them and thank everyone so much for their wonderful support. 
 

As a result of the residual amount from the four operas we sent a cheque to the 
Thames Valley Air Ambulance of £9,312.81p and in their thank you letter 
they specified the following: 'This is an amazing amount of money, which 
could pay for a LUCAS device which delivers CPR to patients in cardiac ar-
rests'. 

 

A huge thank you from all the 'team' for your unstinting support. 

 

Polly and Peter Vacher 
 

Ladiesô Christmas Lunch 

 

The popular  Ladiesô Lunch will take place this year on  Wednesday 18th 
December in The Bear. 

 

If you havenôt received details from Ros Templeman but would like to come 
along, please email her at georos1@aol.com. Bookings and menu choices 
should  be received by Ros by 8th December. 
 
 

Help Wanted on New Yearôs Eve 

 

Help in the kitchen wanted (plus a bit of waitressing/clearing up)  for a dinner 
party for 30 guests. Catering supplies used so not much washing up! Hours 7 – 
11.30pm.  Wages negotiable.  Own transport essential. 

 

For more information contact deirdrewaud@hotmail.com 

mailto:deidrewaud@hotlmail.com
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All Saintsô Church News 

 

This year, the Christmas message will be going walkabout as Mary and 
Joseph guide their donkeys around the village in search of room at the inn. 
The Roving Nativity will assemble at The Village Hall at 3pm on Christ-
mas Eve. Children and former children should come dressed as their fa-
vourite Nativity characters. If you don't have a costume, come along by 
2.50pm to make a head-dress. If we have any budding Marys or Josephs out 
there, please contact Vickie Squires victoriacreates@btinternet.com as 
soon as possible. 
 

The procession will trace its way around the old inns of North Moreton, 
calling first at The Bear, then the former Queen Victoria public house, fol-
lowed by the old Victoria Ale House. All will have NO VACANCIES. So, 
where is the manger? Muffin and Wizard will lead the way. There will be 
carols, readings and refreshments as we progress, as well as a very special 
Christmas blessing. No matter what your age, do come and join us. 
 

There will be more celebration at the Lessons and Carols Service at 6pm 
on Sunday 22th December, when the story of the first Christmas will be 
told. It will be followed by mulled wine and mince pies. 
 

On Christmas Eve, the "Midnight" Mass will be held at the earlier time 
of 9.30pm. By then, we should be ready for a very special day to follow. 
 

This autumn, we have had much to be thankful for. Villagers raised £1,030 
for our Gift Day and quite a few of you turned out on a miserable Saturday 
morning to help clear up the churchyard and clean the church: it was a 
magnificent response. The From Stage to Screen concert by the Hagbourne 
Community Choir and the Blewbury Brass Band raised £765 towards the 
conservation of our Chantry Chapel window. The music and the refresh-
ments made for a great evening out. 
 

Looking for even more to take part, Libby Macdonald and Jill Fletcher 
have turned to a weekend to hold the year's final Coffee Morning: 
10.30am to 12 noon on Saturday 14th December. Now, is there really an 
excuse not to go? You can go shopping later. 
 

Even further ahead in the New Year, we will be inviting you to a Tea Par-
ty at All Saints' at 4pm on Sunday 19th January, when we will be hold-
ing our very own Songs of Praise. Make a note of it now. 
 

In the meantime, I wish you a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas 
 

Keith Hutchence,  Secretary, North Moreton PCC  
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A Christmas Evening in North Moreton 
Friday 6th December 2019 
 

 

18:30 to 19:30  - Carolling around the village 
19:45 to 20:20   - Vocalize Choir - Christmas Harmonies in The Bear 
20:30 onwards - Fleur Stevenson Jazz with Matt Potts in The Bear 

For the carolling, we will be singing from the same carol sheets that were last 
used for North Moreton carolling about 25 years ago! 
Please email me if you would you like to join in the carolling? Adults and 
children welcome. Email address is below. 
 

Apparently, the tradition was that some houses specifically requested a visit 
from the carollers; let me know if you would like to be on the priority list. 
 

After that we will head for The Bear (19:30) to warm up with some mulled 
wine (fruit juice for children), whilst listening to the Vocalize Choir perform 
some Christmas songs and carols. Everyone in the village is welcome (no 
need to have been carolling).  
 

To continue a musical evening, Heather & John at The Bear have invited the 
Jazz singer Fleur Stevenson (with Matt Potts) to entertain you. Again every-
one is welcome. http://fleurstevensonjazz.co.uk/ 
 

Come along and enjoy this evening of free Christmas entertainment.  

 

Any collections will be donated to the All Saintsô Church window restoration 
fund. 

 

Heather Skevington    heather@skevington.org 
 
 
 

The Christmas Story in Music  
 

Saturday 7th December 7.30pm, Christmas Concert in  St John the Baptist 
Church, South Moreton with the Cathedral Singers of Christ Church  -   music 
by Mendelssohn, Howells, Rutter and more. 

 

Tickets, ito include a glass of mulled wine, £15, (£10 concessions)  
available from simon.hill@hillcoates.com  01235 810512 

 

Proceeds in aid of  South Moreton  Church funds. 
 

mailto:victoriacreates@btinternet.com
http://fleurstevensonjazz.co.uk/
mailto:heather@skevington.org
mailto:simon.hill@hillcoates.com

